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University of Alberta creates Department 
of Emergency Medicine

The University of Alberta has created a Department of
Emergency Medicine. Board of Governors approval

was granted November 5. Officials with the newly created
Department say the move reflects the growing importance
of the specialty’s role and stature in conducting research,
teaching, providing clinical services and serving external
communities.

Granting department status reflects the maturation of the
specialty across the country, says Acting Chair Brian Hol-
royd. The U of A is the fourth Canadian university to cre-
ate an academic Department of Emergency Medicine.
“Our Department plans to advance Emergency Medicine
as a discipline and enhance our leadership role within the
health care system.

“Mandatory rotations in Emergency Medicine at the
Doctor of Medicine (MD) undergraduate and postgraduate
levels have been established,” explains Dr. Holroyd. “We
now provide continuing medical education programs and
our faculty provide clinical services in six emergency de-
partments in the Capital Health region serving over
335 000 patients per year.”

Two residency training programs in Emergency Medi-
cine exist at the U of A: the College of Family Physicians
of Canada (CFPC-EM) 1-year certification program in
Emergency Medicine and the Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) 5-year fellowship train-

ing program in Emergency Medicine. Additional subspe-
cialty training is available in pediatric emergency medicine
and critical care medicine fellowship programs. The newly
established Department will continue to pursue excellence
in its teaching activities and maintain a multi-disciplinary
approach to integrating educational innovations.

A key component of the former division’s growth has
been an increasingly diverse and successful research pro-
gram, one that reflects a rapidly growing body of knowl-
edge and expertise in Emergency Medicine. The Depart-
ment has a research director, responsible for coordinating a
multitude of ongoing studies and other aspects of the re-
search program. A strong research training program, in
conjunction with the Department of Public Health Sci-
ences and other departments, is facilitating training emer-
gency medicine researchers of the future.

The creation of the Department from its previous divi-
sional status within the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry
was possible within existing Faculty budgets. The Depart-
ment operates clinically within Capital Health, one of
Canada’s largest health authorities. The Faculty will be re-
cruiting a full-time chair immediately to lead the Univer-
sity’s newest Department.

For more information contact: Brian Holroyd, Acting
Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine (780 407-
7047, bholroyd@ualberta.ca), or Michael Robb, Director
of Public Affairs, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry (780
492-0647, michael.robb@ualberta.ca), both at the Univer-
sity of Alberta, Edmonton, Alta.

Vancouver EP becomes bestselling author

Dan Kalla, an emergency physician at St. Paul’s and
Mt. St. Joseph’s hospitals in Vancouver, has signed a

multi-book deal with a New York publisher. His first novel,
Pandemic, debuted on the top ten bestseller list with close
to 200 000 copies in print. The early reviews below say it
all. Congratulations Dan.    — Grant Innes

PANDEMIC – a novel by Emergency Physician Dan Kalla
— now available at bookstores . . .

When a new fu virus with pandemic potential emerges in
rural China, terrorists infect themselves as “suicide
bombers” to tactically disseminate the virus in the West.
Dr. Noah Haldane, an infectious disease specialist, teams
up with Dr. Gwen Savard, a counter-bioterrorism expert, in

a race to track down a terrorist mastermind before he turns
a natural epidemic into a manmade Armageddon . . .

Early reviews for PANDEMIC
“Kalla’s ripped-from-the-headlines plot and confident
command of both language and medicine make this sober-
ing book a pleasure.” — Publishers Weekly

“Daniel Kalla expertly weaves real science and medicine
into a fast-paced, nightmarish thriller — a thriller all the
more frightening because it could really happen.” — Tess
Gerritsen, bestselling NY Times author of Body Double

“Kalla is a rocket ship of a writer. He moves to the front of
the pack with a thriller that will grab you from page one
and never let you go.” — Keith Ablow, bestselling author
of Psychopath


